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Taxpayers finance trips -
of Senate majority
leader.to New York City
political events

By JANIES M. ODATO
Capitol bureau

ALBANY — Three times t;I:
year, Senate Majorivy Leader
seph L. Bruno has used taxpayer-
funded state aircraft © fly w0
political fandraisers in Manhar-
tn while cervifying he was on
official stave business, according

Times Union.

In’ addition to routinely using
state helicopters to fly from Alba-
ny to New York City for years,
almost wrekly, Brono has also
received ground tra j
downstate from State Police, even
when traveling to fundraisers.

Bruno's staff claims he faces
constant threats to his life and
safety and is therefore provided
security details.

This year, Bruno requested the
state planes in writing for “legis-
lative business meetings.” and

to fundraisers

to documents obtained by the’
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signed, or had someone stamip s
signature, on docunments asvirt-
ing that his use of state ajreni
was for official - businely, ‘The
disclosure forms are -

Please ses

19

o

PANOAIID IHHERR Y AR . EARNELL TR N

"5 ice meltdown quickens

LU

&




v CONTINUED FROM AL

» der 2 new rule institured by Gov.
i .toﬂightdomménu.

?‘t

_and State Police Avistion Unit
request forms obtained through a

top aides used the state air fleet

" 11 times in the first five months
with 19

of the year com
flights by Spitzer during the same
period. The flights for both
elected leaders continued in
June, according to interviews.

Each helicopter flight is worth
thousands of dollars, according
to aviation consultant Bill de
Decker, who said the State Police
Bell 430s Bruno and Spitzer use
would cost $3,000 y if hired
from private firms.

Three of Brmo's 145-mile,
one-hour helicopter flights to
Manhartan in May were on dates
that Republicans hosted major
fund-raisers, two of which fea-
tured Bruno, the effective head of
the state GOP: -

M On May 3;Bruno and three
aides — Michael Avella, Jeff Lov-
ell and John McArdle — were
flown by two State Police pilots
and dropped at 2 helipad at West

Street, the records state.
7 were then driven by a State

rolice investigator to the Shera-

ton Hotel at 7th Avenue and

| 52nd Streetat2 p.m. -

Bruno hosted the 33rd Annual
Spring- Reception of the Sute
Senate Republican Campaign

- Committee at the Sheraton that

day. A reception, costing $1,000
per person, began at 5 pm. A
private reception costing $5,000
per person began at 5:30 p.m.
The investigator said in a
memo that he picked up the
foursome at the hotel at 7 a.m the
next day, took them to Aqueduct
Racetrack in Queens, and deliv-
ered them to Laguardia Airport
at 10 am. when a Stae Police

* aviation crew flew them back to

Albany.

B On May 17, Bruno and his
three aides left the Exit 23 heli-
ﬁad at the Thruway Authority

eadquarters in Albany at 11 a.m,
aboard one of the executive Bell
helicopters.

At 12:30 pam. 2 State Police
investigator in  Manhattan
brought Bruno to a meeting at

~AC.V.Snn&Co.onPatk

The: company’s leader is
- wveenberg. a gen-
erous contributor to state Repub-
lican- campaigns. State Police

est under the Freedom of
Information Law, Bruno and his

’

Sheraton, wbm,hespemﬂ-e

6 pm. t0 9 pm., Brano
and numerous Senate Republi

tee Dinner at the Shersron. Par
tcipants paid at least 31,000 per
person and up to $10,000 per
couple to hear US. Sen.
McCain and former Mayor Ru-
dolph Giuliani speak.

‘State Police flew Bruno’s
group back to Albany the next
mroming at 9 am. with Bruno's

kesman -Kris Thompson re-
placng Avella on the one-h
rewurm trip.  * :

B On May 24, Brmio and his
aides — Avella, Lovell and'Steve
Boggess — left Albany on the
helicopter at 3:30 p.m.

A Sute Police investigator
drove them from a downtown
helipad to New York City Hall.

They were transported to a
meeting at the Sheraton Hotel
and then to next door to Russo’s
Restaurant, the investigator's
memo said. From 6 pm. to 8

p-m. the Food Industry Recep-

tion at Russo’s Restaurant hon-
ored Bruno. :

Checks were collected for the
New York State Senate Republi-
can Campaign Committee's
housekeeping account at Russo's.
The invitations noted that corpo-
rate contributions did not apply
toward the $5,000 corporate cal-
endar year limit.

The State Police investigator
picked up Bruno at the restaurant
around 7 p.m. His group was
taken back to Albany on - the
helicopter about 7:20 p.m.

Bruno spokesman Mark Han-
sen would not discuss the trips or
provide Bruno’s itinerary.

“Sen. Bruno uses the transpor-
tation services provided to him in
his role as majority leader ﬁ:ir
state purposes,” Hansen said.
“As hg has, and continues to
receive, death threats and other
threats to his safety, based on
what people read in' the Times
Union and other negative re-
ports, He is provided with State
Police protection when travel-
in g'» . .

The Code of Ethics of the
State Public Officers Law pro-
hibits a public official from usi
or atrempting o use his official
position to gain unwarranted
privileges “for himself of oth-
ers.” Violators are subject to
fines, removal from or

ion, of a civil penalty of
up to $10,000 and-the valve of

then transported Bruno to the  the gift or benefit.

. - L

" trips was political. And a

The state ! law. can also’
come invo when someont
defrauds the state, 35 former

er Alan Hevesi was
vohave done lastyear,

. Disclosures last £, of Hevesi's
use of state el to chauf-
needed security, led to the end of
Hevesi’s three-decade career in
government. He made restitu-
mf more dﬁm:n $200,000,

ity to fraud and paid a
gs,omg:grhisuimm wd

Last Rll, Bruno forcefull
called for Hevesi to resign mx
reimburse the state for using a
staffer as his wife's dtiver befgn
prosecutors completed an inves-
tigation. He also declared thar it
wasn't “an appropriate question”
to ask him if mad ever used

 drivers, too.

At Jeast part of one of Spitzer’s .
rtion
of .one of the seven flights Lt.
Gov. David Paterson took “in-
cluded a brief political stop. But
neither Democratic leader en-.
gaged in personal fund-raising,
and their spokesmen said they
would not do so on- the state
taxpayer’s dime. |

Other top elected and legisla-
tve officials — including Assem-
bly Speaker Sheldon Silver — did
not request or receive rides
aboard state aircraft, records
show.

Spitzer spokesman Darren
Dopp said the planes are provid-
ed when available, and are sup--
posed to be used only for govern-
ment business. The govemor, he
said, would only use private
planes for his fund-raising
events.

The Spitzer administration re-
quires documentation of the pur-
pose of state-related triss by
non-executive staffers, a depar-
ture from previous administra-
tions. ,

Dopp would not discuss Bru-
no’s use of the planes.

“We ‘will review this matter
carefully before commenting,”
he said. He and State Police
officials wouldn’t say if senators
are entitled Yo regular Sute Po-
lice security details or if the
administration had been alerted
that someone had threatened
Bruno’s life. '

David Catalfamo, a spokesman
for Gow, Gyorge Pauali, said
Bruno, who" used state planes
dozens of times cach year during
the Republican governor’s ren-
ure, would call to place a request
for the aircraft. )

“We'd assume that they were

L B - H

during the two-county i
~inclm¥cd the Momot); &m A
pmdinner. The wip did ngy
iny: personal fund-raising;he -
said. :

" “We've always called for-an

]

BRUNO: Political trips of majority leader at issué ]

»
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ipposed towse R for -

You're not
political events.” He s2id b st
never heard of any desth thteals
againstthe senavor. '
Spitzer and Paterson provi
::3 itireraries for the
public planes, b
During a day of stops in Bin
hamtvon- and R);chme};s m\,&pglr .
10, the Swre Police’ Avisvion
Unit brought Spitzer and fowr
sides o the \ \
the records show. dinp,
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 The Democratic évent, oo of

13 stops on the first-term Detad-
crat’s schedule thar day, wasta’
fund-raiser for the county piany
costing $75 for committee mesh’
bers and $300 for all others
More than 500 people attended,
said Derek Mufphy, a commivee

staffer.

A

Paterson, during a multi-event
day in Washington, D.C. for the
National Lieutenant Governor’s
Association Winter Meeting, )-
so veered from goveinment bisi-
ness. He scheduled a half-Nouf

‘with Demotratic National Cm-

mittee Chairman Howard Déan
at D&an's office near the Capitbl.
But the visit was cotshore. ™
“The wip had nothing u’oa;;
with fund-raising of any kind,»
said Charles J. O'Bymne, a
spokesman for Paterson. He said
Paterson spoke with Dean for
about three minutes on the side-
walk outside his office. o
Dopp, the Spitzer
s:i;: the en‘;or cony sev-
eral public and private meeyj
bt
iy,

kesman,

Brune’s refusal to demlhib
activities is troubling, ‘said Russ

Haven, legislative counsel For the.
New York Public Interest Res
search Group.

3

independent entity to oversee
cases hike this, or any illegatiohs.
of breach of the ethics laws ortke
Public Officers Law,” said Russ
Haven, legislative counsel v s
New York Public Iinverest R¢.
search Group. “At & minhdme
there needs to be a public explit
nation.” =y
» James M. Odciro can be reachid
a1 454-5083 or by e-mailat "
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May 03 and D4, 2007 ~ Investigator John G. Colon
May 03, 2007

2:00PM — Artivisd Wast 30th Hellpag with three staff membars
All transported to meetings st the Sheraton Hotel (78 Ave & 52nd &Y

?:ooﬁm - Dinner at Italian Restavrant on Eastsids (unknown frafe,
located betvresn 1 Avenus and 2 Avenue in upper 40s)

11:00pm - Al subjects transported back to Sheralon Hotel

May 04, 2007
7:00ain - Transported all subjscts from Bharaton to Agueduct Racatrack

11:00am - Depart from Aguedust fo Laguardia Altport {Marins Ajr
Terminal) '

End of Asslgnment

*All imes approximate
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Ir-04-1958 1122
$EN BADHO

Sapsatse Brvno, Mike Avella, Jolf Lovell, & John Measdle

1100 &n

12:60 pmt

Didvar

12:30 ptd

3:30 poi - Overtbght
200 3

150 2m

Haleopter QUBONY) Jeaves fom Bxit B, Aibmy
Selicepter lands st West 30 St NYC.

mmszomwmmmupmmmwmm meskags.
Diives: . : v

V. Stars & Co, 399 Park Ava,, 17t Fir, NYC (212-739-5999).

Shevaton New York Bots), Seventh Ave. ot Sind 1., WYC
[212-383-1000). -

P.e2m2

Hlicapter GIA30HY) Jusves fom West 301b 5, NY€. mm%ym

il zeplace Mike Avells on tus helicopter for the retre Sight) -
Heljcopees lands 3t Bxit 23, Albany. |
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Home NEW

corfe Annual New York Republican State
2007 Candidaias Committes Dinner
i Thursday, May 17, 2007
hursday, May 17, 2
Viaw From e 8:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Reglster To Vote New York Sheraton Hotel and Towers
Everits 811 Saventh Avernie .
Lantes (between 52nd and 53rd Streets)
Voluntesr New York City
Zowata ,
S Invited Keynote Speaker
Senator John McCain
Uinks Page
Contact Us With Special Guest |
Suest Book Former Mayor Rudy fGa-uﬁani
Search Reception and Dinner: $1,000 per person -
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May 24, 2007 ~ Investigator Robait J. swaﬁsen

3:30PM - Arrived al Downtown Haliport and transported to meating at City
Hall '

#:45PM ~ Transpoitad from City Hall o mesting at Sheraton Hotel
{Seventh Avenue and 52 Sirezh)

B:150M - Dinner at Husso's Restourant (Sevanth at 50% Stsat)
7:00PM ~ Transported from Russo's to West 30 Street Heliport
7:20P - Departad from Helipad

End of Assignment

* All times approximate



[Von are Cordially Invited o a Food Reception

Thursday, May 24, 2007
6:00 - 8:00 pav.
- Russo’s Restmuimt
790 7 Avenus 2t 51" Suest
Mew York City

GRA/FPA Suggested Coutribation Level 35,000
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