MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC SESSION OF THE
MARCH 27, 2012
COMMISSION MEETING
OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON PUBLIC ETHICS
HELD AT THE COMMISSION’S OFFICE LOCATED AT
540 BROADWAY
ALBANY, NEW YORK

Present:
Chair: Hon. Janet DiFiore

Members: Ravi Batra
Hon. Joseph Covello (via Skype)
Hon. Vincent A. Delorio
Marvin E. Jacob (via Telephone)
Seymour Knox, 1V (via Telephone)
Gary J. Lavine
Hon. Mary Lou Rath
David A. Renzi
George H. Weissman
Ellen Yaroshefsky (via Skype at 2:00 p.m.)

Members

Absent: Patrick J. Bulgaro
Mitra Hormozi
Daniel J. Horwitz

Staff: Ellen N. Biben, Executive Director
Monica J. Stamm, Chief of Staff & Deputy Counsel
John T. Milgrim, Deputy Director for External Affairs
Jeannine Clemente
Theresa A. Schillaci
Deborah Novak

l. OPENING STATEMENT

Chair DiFiore opened the Public Session.



MINUTES - PUBLIC SESSION — FEBRUARY 28, 2012
Upon motion made by Commissioner Batra seconded by Commissioner
Delorio, the Minutes from the Public Session of the February 28, 2012

Commission Meeting were approved by unanimous vote.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

2011 Annual Report

Executive Director Biben presented an overview of the 2011 Annual
Report of the NYS Joint Commission on Public Ethics which was released
on March 27, 2012. The 2011 Annual Report summarizes data from the
past year as well as work performed by the Commission on Public
Integrity in 2011. The report also highlights changes brought about by the
Public Integrity Reform Act of 2011. This report with charts appears in
full form and can be found at the Commission’s website,

WWW.|COpe.ny.qov.

Administrative Update

Executive Director Biben provided an administrative update. The
Commission, along with the Office of General Services has prepared a
consolidation plan moving the third floor offices to the second floor office
space. The Commission would retain the first and second floors and
consolidate all personnel largely to the 2™ floor with ample space for
additional growth. This will result in significant savings in the annual
lease payments and staff is confident that those savings will cover costs in

downstate and western New York offices.

Executive Director Biben announced the hiring of Monica J. Stamm who

joins the Commission as Chief of Staff and Deputy Counsel.



The Commission has received hundreds of resumes for various open
positions. Approximately 20 interviews have been conducted and staff
has extended offers to an investigator and an attorney. The Commission is
actively continuing the recruiting process and hopes to have additional

staff onboard in the next few weeks.

Executive Director Biben provided an overview of the 2011-2012 Fiscal
Report. As of Friday, March 23" the Commission has dispersed $3.2
million of its cash ceiling of $3.4 million. As of March 23", the
Commission has deposited revenues of $593,594 in the State’s General
Fund. These revenues reflect lobbyist registration fees, client filing fees

and late filing fees and fines.

New computers have been ordered and the Commission has already

received a portion of the order.

Commissioner Weissman led a discussion regarding the reporting
structure of agency lawyers and the General Counsel’s Office as well as
assigning a staff member to the function of Internal Control Officer.

Executive Director Biben noted lawyers throughout the agency are
separated by core functions and staff member Jeannine Clemente has
functioned and continues to function as the Internal Control Officer of the

Commission.

Commissioner Weissman recommended a recusal policy for staff that are
hired by JCOPE from other agencies to protect the staff and Commission
from what he termed “appearance issues”. Commissioner Delorio
recommended staff develop protocol for our operations. Chair DiFiore
recommended that the matter will be taken up between now and the next
meeting and staff will report back on a proposed recusal policy for staff.



VI.

MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE LAW
§94(19)(b)

A motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Executive Law 8§94(19)(b)
was made by Commissioner Delorio seconded by Commissioner Batra and was

approved by unanimous vote.

PuBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACTIONS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION

Chair DiFiore reported that the Commission unanimously voted to approve the
Emergency Adjudicatory Regulations that will be filed and posted on the
Commission’s website. The Commission also unanimously voted to rescind the
prior regulations relating to Records Access and adopt guidelines for Records
Access conforming with Executive Law 894(19)(a) which will be followed by the

Joint Commission on Public Ethics.

MOTION TO ADJOURN THE PUBLIC MEETING
Upon motion made by Commissioner Batra, seconded by Commissioner

Weissman, the Public Meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.



