





MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC SESSION OF THE
APRIL 24, 2012 
COMMISSION MEETING 
OF THE JOINT COMMISSION ON PUBLIC ETHICS
HELD AT THE COMMISSION’S OFFICE LOCATED AT 
540 BROADWAY
ALBANY, NEW YORK



Present:

Chair:		Hon. Janet DiFiore  

Members:	Ravi Batra
	Patrick J. Bulgaro
	Hon. Joseph Covello		      
		Hon. Vincent A. DeIorio
		      Mitra Hormozi (via Telephone)
Daniel J. Horwitz
Marvin E. Jacob 
Seymour Knox, IV
Gary J. Lavine
	David A. Renzi
	George H. Weissman
	
Members
Absent:	Hon. Mary Lou Rath
	Ellen Yaroshefsky
	
				
Staff:	Ellen N. Biben, Executive Director
		      Monica J. Stamm, Chief of Staff & Deputy Counsel
	John T. Milgrim, Deputy Director for External Affairs	
	Jeannine Clemente
	Theresa A. Schillaci
			Deborah Novak	


I. OPENING STATEMENT
Chair DiFiore opened the Public Session.


II. MINUTES - PUBLIC SESSION – MARCH 27, 2012
Upon motion made by Commissioner Batra seconded by Commissioner Jacob, the Minutes from the Public Session of the March 27, 2012 Commission Meeting were approved by unanimous vote.  

III. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Biben provided an office plan update.  The Commission is proceeding with the consolidation of the Albany space working with the Office of General Services on the proposed plan to consolidate the 3rd floor offices to the 2nd floor office space, allowing for significant savings to the Commission.  The actual move has been delayed until May and early June in large part due to the financial disclosure filing season deadline on May 15th so there is no interruption in the server or computer processes.

Notices for the filing of financial disclosure have been sent out and the Commission is underway in the filing season.  The deadline for the filings for financial disclosure is May 15th.

Downstate and western New York locations are progressing as planned.

The Commission continues to actively recruit, interviewing over 30 applicants.  The Commission has some outstanding offers, pending background checks.

The adjudicatory regulations have been filed and are effective.  Pursuant to the New York State Administrative Procedures Act (SAPA) process, the public comment period for the adjudicatory regulations will expire on July 10th.

Due to upcoming statutory deadlines and holidays, a new Commission Meeting schedule was proposed.  In light of the Commissioners concerns, the meeting schedule will be revised and re-circulated.


IV. PROPOSED MEETING GUIDELINES
Chair DiFiore conveyed that the Confidentiality and Records Access Committee which consisted of Chair DiFiore and Commissioners Lavine, Batra and Rath, will present a proposed recommendation on the Commission’s meeting guidelines and how to proceed with the records access policy and procedures regarding whether to implement those by regulation.  

Commissioner Lavine stated that the committee’s activities were to craft a comprehensive and comprehensible policy with respect to public access to records and the Commission’s deliberations.  

Executive Director Biben stated that Executive Law §94(19)(b) provides that all Commission meetings or proceedings are not public unless expressly provided otherwise by the Commission, which means that the Open Meetings Law does not apply.  However, the Commission is making a diligent effort to conduct publicly whatever can be conducted publicly, to ensure the greatest transparency possible.  
	
Executive Director Biben presented and discussed seminal provisions of the guidelines, including public meetings and hearings and conduct of executive sessions.

A motion to approve the proposed meeting guidelines was made by Commissioner Lavine, seconded by Commissioner Batra, and was approved by unanimous vote.  Commissioner Lavine also suggested the Committee monitor the practice and recommend changes where deemed appropriate.

V. PROPOSED RECORDS ACCESS REGULATIONS
Executive Director Biben stated that the Commission previously voted to adopt certain policies and procedures for records access which are posted on the Commission’s website.  It is the recommendation of the Committee that the Commission promulgate these policies as formal regulations and pursue the SAPA process for the policy and procedures that have already been ratified by the Commission. 

A motion to promulgate the policy and procedures was made by Commissioner Weissman, seconded by Commissioner DeIorio, and was approved by unanimous vote.

VI. LOBBYING ACT GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS
Shari Calnero presented and discussed the proposed lobbying guidelines and regulations.  

Chair DiFiore requested a discussion on the new reportable business relationship and source funding lobbyist disclosure requirements and regulations relating to them.  

Executive Director Biben stated that staff did not include guidance with respect to these two new disclosure requirements in the proposed guidelines.  She recommended soliciting public comment on the two new disclosure requirements so that guidelines and regulations for those amendments can be informed by such public comment.  She recommended the two most viable mechanisms is by public hearing and solicitation of written comments to be presented to the Commission.

A motion to adopt the proposed lobbying guidelines was made by Commissioner Horwitz, seconded by Commissioner Batra, and was approved by unanimous vote.

Upon motion made by Commissioner DeIorio, seconded by Commissioner Bulgaro, staff was directed, by unanimous vote, to proceed with respect to the formation of guidelines and regulations for the new reportable business relationships and source funding disclosure requirements by conducting a public hearing.

VII. MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO EXECUTIVE LAW §94(19)(b) 
A motion to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Executive Law §94(19)(b) was made by Commissioner Batra seconded by Commissioner Covello and was approved by unanimous vote.  

VIII. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACTIONS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION
Chair DiFiore announced that there was no reportable action taken in the Executive Session.

IX. MOTION TO ADJOURN THE PUBLIC MEETING
Upon motion made by Commissioner Covello, seconded by Commissioner Batra, the meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.	
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