JOINT COMMISSION'S NEW REPORTABLE BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP DISCLOSURE GUIDELINES AND FORMS

Pursuant to Legislative Law Article 1-A (the Lobbying Act) §§1-e(c)(8) and 1-j(b)(6), certain lobbyists and clients are currently required to disclose any "Reportable Business Relationship" (RBR) with elected officials and state employees.  The guidelines and new forms that lobbyists and their clients can use to meet the new disclosure requirements are now available on the Joint Commission's web site by clicking here. 

The new RBR disclosure requirement was part of the Public Integrity Reform Act, which was signed into law in August 2011. The new forms enable lobbyists and clients to amend any filings since the law went into effect pursuant to the new guidelines. The forms should be filled in and filed with the Commission as soon as possible. Moving forward, lobbyist RBR forms follow registration filing due dates and client RBR forms follow client semi-annual filing due dates. 

Currently, the forms are only available for download and printing as PDF files on the Commission's web site.  The Joint Commission is developing electronic forms that will ultimately permit lobbyists and clients to enter their reportable business relationships directly onto their online filings.

Lobbyists and Clients should make the best effort to report this information based on the provided guidelines.  Among other criteria, under the law and guidelines:

• Reportable business relationships include both formal and informal agreements in which a State official receives compensation from a lobbyist or lobbyist's client in exchange for more than $1,000 in goods or services.
• Lobbyists and their clients must disclose such relationships with entities in which a State official has certain ownership or managerial roles.
• Reportable business relationships do not include medical and certain specified legal services.
• Compensation excludes certain loans, lines of credit, and other transactions made under terms and conditions that are generally available to the public.
• Multiple relationships with the same State official and entities under the State official’s control or ownership are aggregated to determine if the $1,000 threshold is met.
• Lobbyists and their clients must disclose the general subject area of the business relationship as well as the actual amount of compensation to be paid to the State official.

Until electronic forms become available, the printed PDF version of the forms with an original signature should be submitted to the Joint Commission by hand or via postal mail to:

The Joint Commission on Public Ethics
540 Broadway
Albany, NY 12207

All lobbyists and clients should carefully review their submissions to ensure all information is accurate prior to submitting their reports.  All Commission reporting forms and instructions are available on the Commission’s website.  Always check our website for the most up-to-date information and latest forms at www.jcope.ny.gov.  If you have any questions regarding reporting requirements, or the online filing system, you may contact Commission staff at (518) 408-3976.

